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Prof. Asima Chatterjee:
Contributions to the Chemistry

Dr. Abhinandan Rana

prof. Asima Chatterjee was the pioneer natural product chemist
in India. She has made significant contributions to the chemistry
of alkaloids, coumarins and other plant products. By her
relentless research efforts, she was able to isolate a large number
of natural products from many species of plants indigenous to
the Indian subcontinent, unravel their structure by degradative,
spectroscopic and synthetic procedures. There’s no doubt that
Prof. Chatterjee made significant contributions to the field of
medicinal chemistry. She published around 400 papers in
national and international journals during her lifetime. She was
the first female recipient of India’s most prestigious science
award, Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize in 1961. She was
conferred the prestigious Padma Bhushan in 1975. She also
became the first lady scientist to be elected as the General
President of the Indian Science Congress Association. Asima
Chatterjee, was one of the first Indian women to earn a doctorate
in science (D.Sc) in British India. She paved the way for Indian
women to pursue organic chemistry and opened the world’s eyes
to the power of medicinal plants.

Introduction

In India, despite the increasing number of women In higher
education in science, women’s participation at higher levels of
Sclence in tenured research positions has shown little increase.
Women constitute over one-third of the total science gmduatc
and post-graduate degree holders, but comprise only 15-20% of
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